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Colonel Richard M. Francey, Jr. is assigned as the Chief of Staff of U.S. Army 
North (Fifth Army).

A native of Brockton, Massachusetts, he enlisted in the Army in 1982 as an 
infantryman and served in the 101st Airborne (Air Assault) at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky.  In 1983, he was commissioned in the Field Artillery through 
the United States Army Officer Candidate School.  His initial assignments 
after the Field Artillery Officer Basic Course were to Fort Jackson, South Carolina, and the Republic of 
Korea.  Following the Field Artillery Officer Advanced Course, Colonel Francey was assigned to the 7th 
Infantry Division, where he participated in Operation Just Cause as the Brigade Fire Support Officer for Task 
Force Atlantic and commanded his first battery in the 7th Battalion, 15th Field Artillery Regiment.  He was 
given a second battery command at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, from 1991 to 1993 in the 1st Battalion, 19th Field 
Artillery Regiment.

From 1993-1994, Colonel Francey attended the Army Command and General Staff Officer Course and the 
Advanced Military Studies Program at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.  Upon graduation, he returned to Fort 
Campbell as the Division Deputy Fire Support Coordinator of the 101st Airborne and then served as the S-3 
for 2nd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment.  He returned to Fort Sill as the Speechwriter for the Chief 
of Field Artillery, followed by an assignment as the Executive Officer for the 17th Field Artillery Brigade.

In 1999, Colonel Francey was reassigned to Fort Hood, Texas, as the III Corps Deputy Fire Support Coordinator 
before assuming command of 4th Battalion, 42nd Field Artillery within the 4th Infantry Division.

After battalion command, he was selected to become the National Training Center’s Senior Fire Support 
Observer Controller at Fort Irwin, California.  He also served as the Deputy Commander of the Operations 
Group while at Fort Irwin.

From 2005-2007, Colonel Francey was assigned as the 4th Infantry Division Rear Detachment Commander 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  He commanded the 41st Fires Brigade at Fort Hood for 33 months, 
including a 14-month deployment to the Wasit Province of Iraq as a battle-space owning brigade in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Colonel Francey is a graduate of the Field Artillery Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, Command and 
General Staff College, the School of Advanced Military Studies, and the National War College.  His military 
awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Army Commendation Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, and the Iraqi Campaign Medal.  He also earned the Air Assault and 
Airborne badges.  His civilian education includes a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Management from 
Cameron University; a Master’s degree in Military Arts and Sciences from the U.S. Army Command and 
General Staff College, and a Master of Science in National Strategic Studies from the National War College.


